
 

GP Referred Studies 
MRI studies that may be Medicare Rebatable when 

referred by a GP 
 

MRI Medicare Item Medicare Rebatable Criteria 
 

ADULT (OVER 16 YEARS) 

Head MRI 63551 Scan of head for a patient 16 years or older, 
after a request by a medical practitioner 
(other than a specialist or consultant 
physician), for any of the following: 
 

(a) unexplained seizure(s); 
 

(b) unexplained chronic headache with 
suspected intracranial pathology (R) 
(Contrast) 

 
 

Cervical Spine – 
Radiculopathy  

63544 Scan of spine for a patient 16 years or older, 
after referral by a medical practitioner (other 
than a specialist or consultant physician), for 
suspected cervical radiculopathy (R) (Contrast) 
 

Cervical Spine – Trauma 63557 Scan of spine for a patient 16 years or older, 
after referral by a medical practitioner (other 
than a specialist or consultant physician), for 
suspected cervical spinal trauma (R) (Contrast) 
 

Knee (age 16-49) 
 

63560 Scan of knee following acute knee trauma, 
after referral by a medical practitioner (other 
than a specialist or consultant physician), for a 
patient 16 to 49 years with: 
 

(a) inability to extend the knee suggesting 
the possibility of acute meniscal tear;  
 
or 
 

(b) clinical findings suggesting acute 
anterior cruciate ligament tear (R) 
(Contrast) 
 



 

PAEDIATRIC (UNDER 16 YEARS) 

Head 63507 MRI—scan of head for a patient under 16 
years if the service is for: 
 

(a) an unexplained seizure; 
 
 or 
 
(b) an unexplained headache if significant 

pathology is suspected;  
 
or 
 
(c) paranasal sinus pathology that has not 

responded to conservative therapy (R) 
(Contrast) 
 

Spine 63510 MRI—scan of spine following radiographic 
examination for a patient under 16 years if the 
service is for: 
 

(a) significant trauma;  
 
or 
 
(b) unexplained neck or back pain with 

associated neurological signs; 
 
or 
 
(c) unexplained back pain if significant 

pathology is suspected (R) (Contrast) 
 

NOTE: After an x-ray has been performed 
 

Hip 63516 MRI—scan of hip following radiographic 
examination for a patient under 16 years if 
any of the following is suspected: 
 

(a) septic arthritis; 
 

(b) slipped capital femoral epiphysis; 
 

(c) Perthes disease (R) (Contrast) 
 

NOTE: After an x-ray has been performed 
 

   



 

Elbow 63519 MRI—scan of elbow following radiographic 
examination for a patient under 16 years if a 
significant fracture or avulsion injury, which 
would change the way in which the patient is 
managed, is suspected (R) (Contrast) 
 
NOTE: After an x-ray has been performed 
 

Wrist 
 

63522 MRI—scan of wrist following radiographic 
examination for a patient under 16 years if a 
scaphoid fracture is suspected (R) (Contrast) 
 
NOTE: After an x-ray has been performed 
 

Knee 63513 
 

MRI—scan of knee for internal joint 
derangement for a patient under 16 years (R) 
(Contrast) 
 

 


